At the fourth-grade level, students will apply oral communication skills to participate in discussions about learning and take part in collaborative learning projects. In order to be contributing participants in discussions, students must apply the skills involved in effectively communicating ideas and opinions, including skills such as actively listening to others and constructively agreeing or disagreeing with them. While using grammatically correct language and specific vocabulary, students will learn how to present information succinctly and confidently in oral presentations.
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	4.1	The student will use effective oral communication skills in a variety of settings.
a)	Present accurate directions to individuals and small groups.
b)	Contribute to group discussions across content areas.
c)	Seek ideas and opinions of others.
d)	Use evidence to support opinions.
e)	Use grammatically correct language and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas.
f)	Communicate new ideas to others.
g)	Demonstrate the ability to collaborate with diverse teams.
h)	Demonstrate the ability to work independently.


	UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
(Teacher Notes)
	ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
	ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

	The intent of this standard is that students will continue to develop the skills needed to communicate in a variety of settings.
Students will strengthen their communication skills by contributing to individual and small-group discussions, seeking the ideas and opinions of others and beginning to use evidence to support their own personal opinions.
Students will also refine the skill of conveying accurate directions to individuals or small groups in such a way that others can follow the directions. Emphasis will be on directions for doing things that have a natural sequence or organization.
	All students should
participate effectively in discussions by:
· asking clarifying questions;
· providing explanations; when necessary;
· reflecting on the ideas and opinions of others; and
· supporting opinions with examples and details.
demonstrate an ability to work independently and in small groups.
	To be successful with this standard, students are expected to
participate in a range of discussions building on others’ ideas and clearly expressing their own (e.g., one-on-one, in groups, teacher-led).
give accurate directions by:
· identifying the information needed by the listener;
· organizing and sequencing the information in a logical way;
· explaining or defining any terms that might be unfamiliar to the listener;
· articulating the information in a clear, organized manner; and
· making connections to previous common knowledge of a group of listeners.
participate in a variety of partner and/or group discussions by:
· following rules for discussions and assigned partner or group roles;
· offering comments that are relevant to the topic of discussion;
· asking appropriate questions to solicit knowledge and opinions of others;
· supporting opinions with appropriate examples and details;
· identifying reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points;
· communicating new ideas to others; 
· responding to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others;
· reviewing key ideas expressed in discussions and explaining their own ideas and understanding;
· distinguishing fact from opinion;
· avoiding hindering the progress of the discussion (learning not to interrupt);
· taking turns speaking during a discussion;
· maintaining appropriate eye contact and attentive body language while listening; and
· respecting the comments of others, especially if the comments express opinions that are different from one’s own.
use grammatically correct language.
use specific vocabulary to enhance oral communication.
work independently and with diverse teams in a variety of settings.
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	4.2	The student will make and listen to oral presentations and reports.
a)	Use subject-related information and vocabulary.
b)	Listen to and record information.
c)	Organize information for clarity.
d)	Use language and style appropriate to the audience, topic, and purpose.


	UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
(Teacher Notes)
	ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
	ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

	The intent of this standard is that students will make formal oral presentations.
Students will organize information to make class presentations and reports.
Students will listen and take notes from other students’ presentations.
	All students should
apply basic patterns of organization when preparing an oral presentation.
develop the skills necessary for active listening.
	To be successful with this standard, students are expected to
make oral presentations and reports by:
· reporting on a topic or text, telling a story, or recounting an experience in an organized manner, using specific vocabulary, appropriate facts and descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
· organizing information around a central idea with supporting details and using specific vocabulary;
· organizing information for clarity;
· speaking clearly, using appropriate voice level and speaking rate;
· differentiating formal and informal language and style when appropriate to task and situation (e.g., presentations, small-group discussions);
· selecting words and phrases to convey precise ideas;
· using voice inflection for effect; and
· adding visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance development of theme and/or main ideas.
use active listening skills by:
· looking at the speaker;
· thinking about the main points the speaker is making; and
· taking notes.



Standard 4.2	Strand: communication: speaking, listening, media literacy	 Grade Level 4	


	4.3 The student will learn how media messages are constructed and for what purposes.
a)	Differentiate between auditory, visual, and written media messages.
b)	Identify the characteristics of various media messages.	


	UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
(Teacher Notes)
	ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS
	ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

	The intent of this standard is that students will learn that media messages are constructed for a purpose. Students will examine the following:
· Audience (Who is the person or persons meant to see the message?)
· Purpose (Why is the message being sent – is it meant to persuade, inform, entertain, sell, or a combination of these?)
Auditory media can be heard (e.g., music, radio, speeches, video, etc.).
Visual media can be viewed (e.g., television, video, Web-based materials, etc.).
Written media includes text (e.g., newspapers, magazines, books, advertising, etc.).
	All students should
· identify attributes of a constructed message (i.e., audience and purpose).
	To be successful with this standard, students are expected to

     access media messages and identify what types of media are used.






